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	Displacement
	400 Long Tons

	Dimensions
	Length
	179 ft

	
	Beam
	25 ft

	
	Height
	60 ft

	
	Draft
	8 ft

	Propulsion
	4 Paxman Diesel Engines, 4 shafts

14, 000 combined horsepower

	Maximum Speed
	35 knots

	Range
	2500 nautical miles @ 12 knots

	Weapons
	Mk 96 - 25/40mm cannon

	
	Mk 38, 25mm cannon

	
	2
	 Twin .50 cal machine guns

	
	2
	 Mk 19, 40mm grenade launchers

	
	3
	M60 machine guns

	
	2
	Mk XX chaff launchers

	
	6
	STINGER missiles

	
	Numerous
	M4, M14, 9mm, shotguns

	Complement
	Officers
	4

	
	Chiefs
	2

	
	Crew
	24

	
	USCG or SEAL Team
	8

	
	
	

	Mission  Littoral Warfare - including Maritime Interdiction, Coastal Surveillance, and Anti-Terrorism / Force Protection operations.  PC’s are particularly well suited for shallow-water missions both stateside and overseas due to their maneuverability, speed, draft, and high firepower.  Patrol Coastal’s have been employed from Maine to Texas, Bremerton to San Diego, and throughout the Arabian Gulf, protecting our nation's coastline, ports, waterways, and high-value shipping from terrorism since September 11, 2001.
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Born in Illinois and raised in Wisconsin, Lieutenant Commander Lowell attended the United States Naval Academy and received both his Bachelor of Science and commission in May 1993.


Following Surface Warfare Division Officer and Engineering Schools, LCDR Lowell reported to USS GUNSTON HALL  (LSD 44) in Norfolk, Virginia, as Repair, Electrical and Auxiliaries Officer from 1994 to 1996.  He reported to USS NORMANDY (CG 60) and served as Navigator from 1996 to 1998.


He then attended the Naval Postgraduate School.  His research for DARPA, NASA, the Air Force and the Army culminated in a thesis and Master of Science in Operations Research in June 2000.  Following Department Head School, LCDR Lowell reported to USS WHIDBEY ISLAND (LSD 41) as Engineer Officer from 2001 through 2002.


He took command of USS SHAMAL (PC 13) in March 2003.  In August 2003, he led the maiden Crew Swap with USS FIREBOLT (PC 10) forward deployed to the 5th Fleet.  In FIREBOLT, he supported Operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom including operating in Iraqi national waters and ports.  His command seized several oil smugglers, brigands, as well as several Al Qaeda suspects.


His personal awards include the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (gold star), various Unit Commendations, Sea Service Ribbon (4 awards), and Expert Marksmanship awards.
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SHIP’S HISTORY

Delivered to the Navy on October 1995, USS SHAMAL is the thirteenth Patrol Coastal built by Bollinger Shipyard of Lockport, Louisiana.  She was commissioned 27 January 1996 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana - the first warship to be commissioned there.

As the first Patrol Coastal to tour the Great Lakes, SHAMAL conducted a six-week deployment on behalf of Navy Recruiting Command.  Entering ports that had not seen a Navy ship in over 20 years, SHAMAL exposed over 20,000 Americans to the Navy Special Warfare community through a series of demonstrations and tours.  It was the first time Naval Special Warfare had participated in the Great Lakes Cruise.


SHAMAL’s maiden operational deployment to the US Southern Command was her first 180-day deployment.  Operating independently, in support of national counter-narcotic strategies, SHAMAL patrolled in the Eastern Pacific, Caribbean Ocean, and the littoral waters of Belize and Honduras.  Selected by Director, Joint Interagency Task Force East to conduct training of the Belizean Defense Force Maritime Wing, SHAMAL was able to assist local forces in disrupting the development of a new smuggling operation.


SHAMAL underwent 2 shipyard periods in 1999 resulting in a hull-strengthening modification and the first Patrol Coastal ramp modification.  In 2000, SHAMAL participated in the first ever Patrol Coastal Interoperability Cycle with various Naval Special Warfare assets.  Her crew wrote the books on how future PC Special Operations were to be conducted.


SHAMAL’s second 6-month deployment was to Central Command in the Arabian Gulf.  While deployed to the Arabian Gulf, SHAMAL took part in Maritime Interdiction Operations (MIO) and training with the Omani Naval Special Forces.  SHAMAL also conducted three non-compliant boardings and takedowns of vessels smuggling oil from Iraq.


September 11, 2001 expanded the PC mission base.  Instead of a planned de-commissioning, they were assigned to work with the Maritime Homeland Security Department in protecting America’s waterways from terrorism under OPERATION NOBLE EAGLE.


In August 2003, SHAMAL conducted the maiden PC crew-swap with USS FIREBOLT (PC 10), which was forward deployed to OPERATION’s IRAQI and ENDURING FREEDOM.  During the following six months, SHAMAL’s crew captured several oil smugglers, brigands, and Al Qaeda suspects.


 Her crew returned to SHAMAL in February 2004 and has resumed arduous Maritime Homeland Security missions under OPERATION NOBLE EAGLE.



















